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June 2002

JUNE MEETING: The June meeting will be Friday, June 14, at 8:00 PM in the Planetarium classroom. Bob Salvatore
will discuss observing with binoculars.

FUTURE MEETINGS: The July meeting will be Friday, July 12, at 8:00 PM. The program has not been finalized.

OBSERVER'S HANDBOOK: The additional order for Handbooks is in. If you ordered one, please pick it up and pay for
it at the meeting. The cost is $13.50.

STAR PARTY DATES: Potential star party dates for the next two months are listed below. Activities will begin around
sunset (see times listed). All sessions are at Coyle Field except as noted. This is not an "Official” club sponsored site,
as the insurance provided by the College does not cover Coyle Field; come at your own risk.

Date Moon Phase Sunset Special Event
Jun1  Sat 1 day before last quarter 8:20 PM EDT
8 Sat 2 days before new 8:27 PM EDT
29 Sat 3 days before last quarter 8:30 PM EDT
Jul6 Sat 4 days after last quarter 8:29 PM EDT
13 Sat 3 days after new 8:26 PMEDT
19 Fri 3 days after first quarter 8:22 PM EDT « Summer Star Watch
20 Sat 4 days after first quarter 8:21 PM EDT « Star Watch Rain Date

STAR PARTY PHONE LIST: The latest star party phone list is attached. For those who are net connected, interest in
the star party will be found on the A.S.T.R.A. Message Board. For those not net connected, we are trying to set up a
phone with a recorded message the day of the star party. The phone list is available for individuals to call each other
about a star party. The general consensus is that we should hold the star party at a given location (say Coyle Filed)
once a month to give the new members a chance to get together with the older members and get some observing

experience or to see different types of telescopes. Star parties at other times can be held at other locations. Please
speak to any member of the executive board and express your opinion.

FOR SALE: 102-mm f/5.5 "semi-apo” short focus refractor tube assembly. Comes with removable dew cap, Crayford

focuser, and 2" draw tube for large eyepieces or camera. Excellent travelling scope. $250. Contact Phil Zollner at 732-
905-0889.

MAY MEETING REPORT (By Bob Sal): We had a fun time at the Observers meeting last month. It would have been
even better had the sky been a little more cooperative. | guess the lights could have cooperated and shut themselves

off. Maybe next time. But we here at ASTRA don't let that bother us. We go right ahead and have fun anyway. There's
always something to look at.

There was a good showing of members there. We had quite a few scopes on the lawn. There was a home made 10"
truss mounted Dob, a 12" LX200, a Meade LX90, a 10' Discovery Dob and several smaller reflectors and refractors. |
had a line of about 10 kids waiting to see Jupiter in my scope while | was setting up. Don't know where they all came
from. Although the images were not that good, they all loved it, as so did the adults who haven' seen in a larger scope

before. All the scopes had about the same Jupiter image. We saw a few Globular Clusters, M3, M92 and M13 didn't
look too bad.

NGC6229 was barley visible. When the sky deteriorated even more later, | broke out the double star list from the
Astronomical League and we hit quite a few of those. The real bright close ones were not splitting well do the glare from
the cloudy hazy sky. But many were impressive in a less than good sky. The Planetary alignment was in the muck while
it was visible. We did see Venus poking in and out of the clouds. But that was all. It was an alignment of one planet.
Real cool! Even though the seeing was bad, it was great to see some other scopes in action. The 8" LX90 is a good
scope for the price. Costing $1000 less than the 8" LX200 it performs most of the same functions. The home made 10"
truss mounted Dob was very impressive. Smooth, well balanced with a big Nagler 17MM eyepiece, steady and easy to
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[image: image2.jpg]handle. | pointed it at an item or two, kind of brushing up on my star hopping skills again. The 10" Discovery is also a
good scope. | didn't get a chance to move that one around, but it seemed steady and the image focused well with a
9MM eyepiece. It might be a little short, they had it on a box or table or something. Plenty of conversation about the
scopes, eyepieces, filters and Deep Sky Objects. Again, it was a good place to be if you are thinking of buying a scope,
a new eyepiece, binoculars or just want to see some of this stuff in action. Everyone was glad to share their eyepiece,
lend their eyepieces, borrow an eyepiece or help someone put eyepieces away at the end of the night. I just love the
atmosphere!

We stayed till about 11:00 or so. Would have stayed longer if it was a better sky. That's it; BOB SAL

ASTRONOMY COURSES: A number of mini-courses on astronomy are offered by Planetarium staff. Call the OCC
Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

CELESTIAL EVENTS FOR JUNE: Mercury reaches greatest elongation west (23°) on Jun. 21. It can be seen in the
last few days of the month very low in the east-northeast before sunrise. Venus is becoming slightly more difficult to
observe this month and is visible low in the west-northwest during evening twilight. Venus is in conjunction with Jupiter
on Jun. 3. Mars, in Gemini, is visible with difficulty low in the west-northwest during evening twilight. The Moon occults
Mars on Jun. 12. Jupiter, in Gemini, is visible very low in the west-northwest after sunset early in the month. By
month’s end, it is lost in the glare of the Sun. Jupiter is in conjunction with Venus on Jun. 3. Saturn is in conjunction
with the Sun on Jun. 9 and cannot be observed this month.

Sat. Jun 1 Uranus 4° N of Moon

Mon. 3 Last Quarter; Venus 1.6° N of Jupiter

Sun. 9 Mercury 3° S of Moon; Venus 5° S of Pollux
Mon. 10 New Moon, Annular Solar Eclipse

Wed. 12 Mars 0.9° S of Moon, Occultation

Thu. 13 Jupiter 2° S of Moon; Venus 1.5° S of Moon
Tue. 18 First Quarter

Fri. 21 Solstice; Mercury greatest elongation W (23°)
Mon. 24 Mercury 2° N of Aldebaran; Full Moon, Penumbral Eclipse
Thu. 27 Neptune 4° N of Moon

Sat. 29 Uranus 4° N of Moon

Tue. Jul 2 Mercury 0.2° S of Saturn; Last Quarter

Wed. 3 Mars 0.8° N of Jupiter

Thu. 4 Mars 6° S of Pollux

Mon. 8 Saturn 1.7° S of Moon

Wed. 10 Venus 1.1° N of Regulus; New Moon

Sat. 13 Venus 4° S of Moon

Wed. 17 First Quarter

Wed. 24 Full Moon; Neptune 4° N of Moon

Fri. 26 Uranus 4° N of Moon

Mon. 29 S 3-Aquarid meteors peak

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received by the second to last Friday of the
month (i.e., three or four weeks before the meeting). E-mail to rbrady@monmouth.com or mail to:

Richard Brady, 180 Riviera Drive, Brick, NJ 08724-1846.
Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA.
Visit our Web page at http:/fwww.astra-nj.org, follow link to A.S.T.R.A. Message Board
Visit the Planetarium page at http://iwww.ocean.cc.nj.us/planet

EXECUTIVE BOARD: President - Rich Brady; Vice President-Secretary - Pete Cohen; Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere;
Webmaster - Paul Gitto; Newsletter Editor - Rich Brady, Bob Salvatore




