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DUES$ ARE PAST DUE: If your address label shows anything other than M2003 or PERM, we'll be happy to receive
your dues at the next meeting. Dues are payable January 1 each year, and past due as of the end of the March
business meeting. Whether you mail your payment or bring it in person, please include the form. It's the only way we
can keep track of your payment. This is your last notice.

APRIL MEETING: The April 2003 meeting will be Friday, April 11, at 8:00 PM on the lawn of the Planetarium. This
meeting will be our Spring Star Watch. We will invite the general public to a viewing session on the lawn by the
Planetarium. Please support this event. There will be a fifteen-minute workshop covering "Using Star Charts" prior to
the meeting. Rain date is April 12.

FUTURE MEETINGS: There will be no meeting on Friday, May 9. Astronomy Day will be the next day.

STAR PARTY DATES: Potential star party dates for the next two months are listed below. Activities will begin around
sunset (see times listed). All sessions are at Coyle Field except as noted. This is not an "Official” club sponsored site,
as the insurance provided by the College does not cover Coyle Field; come at your own risk.

Date Moon Phase Sunset Special Event

Apr5 Sat 4 days after NM 6:25 PM EST
11 Fri 2 days after FQ 7:31 PM EDT « Spring Star Watch
12 Sat 3 days after FQ 7:32 PM EDT « Star Watch Rain Date
26 Sat 3 days after LQ 7:46 PM EDT

May 3 Sat 2 days after NM 7:53 PM EDT
10 Sat 1 day after FQ 8:00 PM EDT « Astronomy Day
24 Sat 2 days after LQ 8:13 PM EDT
31 Sat 1 day after NM 8:19 PM EDT

UPCOMING EVENTS:

May 10 — Astronomy Day.
e Ocean County Mall 10 AM to 5 PM for Displays
e Planetarium 8:30 PM to 11 PM for Star Watch.

May 17 — 18 North East Astronomy Forum in Suffern, NY.
Note: If you have any future events you would like listed, please submit them to your editor.

MARCH MEETING REPORT (NOT Bob Sal): March’s meeting was a new equipment review. We had a few people get
up and talk about their new acquisitions. Gene Russo talked about his new 6 inch refractor fro Meade (again!) He talked
about the good and bad points of the scope and the inexpensive modifications that he made to make it a bit more
stable. Randy Walton talked about many neat little things that he got to help him in the hobby. He talked about a small
collapsible table, an overall for cold weather, and several other items. Someone else got up to talk, but | don't
remember whom. But what can you expect, Bob Salvatore didn’t write this report. No one can write an exiting report like
Bob. Perhaps he won'’t be too busy to write one for us next month.

Later on in the year we have tentatively schedule another new equipment review. This last one was successful. | hope
others will spend a few minutes and talk about their new equipment and how it performs.

NOTE ON E-MAIL ACCESS: For those members with an e-mail address, if you change your e-mail address, please be
sure to send your new address to your editor to ensure that you receive the Newsletter via e-mail. We have had e-mails
bounce recently due to address changes or inactive accounts, and we are still trying to resolve any problems

ASTRAL PROJECTIONS is the newsletter of A.S.T.R.A., the Astronomical Society of the Toms River
Area. Club meetings are held on the second Friday of every month (except August) at 8:00 p.m. in the
Novins Planetarium, Ocean County College. All are welcome.




[image: image2.jpg]FOR SALE: 102-mm /5.5 "semi-apo” short focus refractor tube assembly. Comes with removable dew cap, Crayford
focuser, and 2" draw tube for large eyepieces or camera. Excellent traveling scope. $250. Contact Phil Zollner at
732-905-0889.

ASTRONOMY COURSES: A number of mini-courses on astronomy are offered by Planetarium staff. Call the OCC
Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

CELESTIAL EVENTS FOR APRIL: Mercury emerges in the west-northwestern evening twilight early in the month, and
at midmonth it sets nearly 2 h after the Sun and stands nearly 20° above the horizon at sunset. It reaches greatest
elongation east (20°) on Apr. 16, which becomes the best evening apparition of the year. In the second half of the
month, Mercury fades rapidly as it descends into the evening twilight and is lost in the glare of the Sun late in the month.
Venus rises only about 1 h before the Sun and is visible only with difficulty, due to the unfavorable tipping of the ecliptic,
in the bright eastern dawn sky. Mars moves from Sagittarius to Capricornus this month. It rises near 2 a.m. in the east-
southeast and climbs slowly to only about 20° high in the southeast after morning twilight begins. Jupiter, in Cancer, is
stationary on Apr. 4 and returns to direct (eastward) motion. It stands over 60° high in the southwest at the end of
evening twilight and sets in the west-northwest in early morning. Early in the month, Jupiter is about 1° southwest of
M44. Saturn, in Taurus, stands about 30° high in the west at the end of evening twilight and sets before midnight.

Tue. Apr 1 New Moon

Sun. 6  Daylight Saving Time begins
Mon. 7  Saturn 3° S of Moon
Wed. 9  First Quarter
Fri. 11 Double satellite transit on Jupiter; Jupiter 4° 5 of Moon
Wed 16 Mercury at greatest elongation E (20°); Full Moon (largest of 2003)
Tue. 22 Lyrid meteors peak
Wed. 23 Mars 3° N of Moon; Last Quarter
Thu. 24 5° N of Moon
Fri. 25 Uranus 5° N of Moon
Mon. 28 Venus 3° N of Moon
Thu. May 1 New Moon
Mon. 5  Saturn 3° S of Moon, n—Aquarid meteors peak
Wed. 7  Mercury in inferior conjunction Transit across Sun
(pp. 199—203)
Thu. 8  Jupiter 4° S of Moon
Fri. 9  First Quarter
Tue. 13 Mars 2° S of Neptune
Fri. 16  Full Moon, total lunar eclipse (visible from North America)
Wed. 21 Neptune 5° N of Moon; Mars 3° N of Moon
Fri. 23 Uranus 5° N of Moon; Last Quarter
Wed. 28 Mercury 2° S of Venus
Thu. 29 Mercury 2° S of Moon; Venus 0.1° S of Moon
Sat. 31 New Moon, annular eclipse (not visible from NE U.S.)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received by the second to last Friday of the
month (i.e., three weeks before the meeting). E-mail to rborady@monmouth.com or mail to:

Richard Brady, 180 Riviera Drive, Brick, NJ 08724-1846.
Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA.
Visit our Web page at http://www.astra-nj.org
Visit the Planetarium page at http:/fwww.ocean.edu/campus/planetarium/index.htm

EXECUTIVE BOARD: President - Rich Brady; Vice President-Secretary — Gene Russo; Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere;
Webmaster - Paul Gitto; Newsletter Editor - Rich Brady, Bob Salvatore




