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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: From time to time we inadvertently drop some one from the mailing list. If, at some point
in time, you don’t receive you newsletter (hardcopy or e-mail), let us know immediately so we can fix the problem.
Please don’t wait too long; you may miss some important announcements.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW CLUB OFFICERS: Your new club officers for 2004 are John Endreson for President,
Paul Gito for Vice President - Secretary, and Rosemarie Spedaliere for Treasurer.

JANUARY MEETING: The January meeting will be Friday, January 9, at 8:00 PM in the Planetarium classroom. A telescope
workshop for the general public will be held. Anyone (even club members) who bought or received a new telescope during
the Holidays will receive help from A.S.T.R.A. members in setting up their telescope. Additional information on telescopes
and astronomy will be available. Please come to the meeting and support the club. A word of caution: please do not criticize
the telescopes that may be brought to the meeting. Our aim is to help people with what they have and not make them feel
bad. All of us were new to the hobby at one time and didn't know details on purchasing an adequate telescope. We need
all of the support from the members we can get. We had about 300 people last year. Please support this event. Snow date
will be January 16.

DEBBIE DALEY: The Executive Board presented Debbie (the Planetarium's Administrative Assistant) with a $25 gift
certificate for her support to the club over the last year. Thanks Debbie for all your support!

DECEMBER MEETING: The following individuals were elected as the club officers for the year 2004: John Endreson for
President, Paul Gito for Vice President - Secretary, and Rosemarie Spedaliere for Treasurer. After the presentation of
awards, Randy showed us his first attempt at video taping the lunar eclipse. It was a success, the images were reasonably
sharp and some detail was seen. Phil then showed us some slides he took of the lunar eclipse.

FUTURE MEETINGS: The February, 2003 meeting will be Friday, February 13, at 8:00 PM. Gloria will discuss the Mars
Lander. There will be a fifteen to twenty minute workshop on "Naked Eye Observing" before the meeting.

STAR PARTY DATES: Potential star party dates for the next two months are listed below. Activities will begin around sunset
(see times listed). All sessions are at Coyle Field except as noted. This is not an "Official" club sponsored site, as the
insurance provided by the College does not cover Coyle Field; come at your own risk.

Date Moon Phase Sunset Special Event
Jan17 Sat 3daysafter LQ 4:57 PM EST

24 Sat 3days after NM 5:05 PM EST
Feb14 Sat 1day afterLQ 5:30 PM EST

21 Sat 1 day after NM 5:38 PM EST

DUES$ ARE DUE: If your address label shows anything other than M2004 or PERM, we'll be happy to receive your dues at
the next meeting. Dues are payable January 1 each year, and past due as of the end of the March business meeting.
Whether you mail your payment or bring it in person, please include the form that was previously provided. It=s the only way
we can keep track of your payment.

OBSERVER'S HANDBOOKS AND BEGINNER’S GUIDES: Handbooks and Guides are in. Please pick them up at the next
meeting.

FOR SALE: 102-mm f/5.5 "semi-apo" short focus refractor tube assembly. Comes with removable dew cap, Crayford
focuser, and 2" draw tube for large eyepieces or camera. Excellent travelling scope. $250. Contact Phil Zollner at 732-905-
0889.

ASTRAL PROJECTIONS is the newsletter of A.S.T.R.A., the Astronomical Society of the Toms River
Area. Clubmeetings are held on the second Friday of every month (except August) at 8:00 p.m.in the
Novins Planetarium, Ocean County College. All are welcome.




[image: image2.jpg]FOR SALE: New as shown at the Sept. meeting, eyepieces that | already have or eye relief shorter than | want with my
eyeglasses. Meade Series 4000 Eyepieces: 4-element Super Plossls; 52 deg. apparent field; parafocal; at 50% off the
Meade price: 6.4 mm, 9.7 mm, 12.4 mm, 15 mm, 20 mm B each $40, 32 mm B $50. Contact Randy Walton at the meeting
or at (732) 458-3465. ASTRONOMY COURSES: A number of mini-courses on astronomy are offered by Planetarium staff.
Call the OCC Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

CELESTIAL EVENTS FOR JANUARY: Mercury reaches greatest elongation west (24°) on Jan. 17. It becomes visible
during morning twilight in the southeast by midmonth as it both becomes brighter and rises in the twilight sky. By about
month=s end it becomes lost in the glare of the Sun. Venus is low in the southwest during evening twilight and sets in the
west-southwest by 8 p.m. Mars is no at opposition this year; therefore, this is not a good year to observe it. Jupiter, in Leo,
rises in the east soon after 9 p.m. and is visible for the remainder of the night. Saturn, in Gemini, was at opposition on 2003
Dec 31. It stands about 30° high in the east at the end of evening twilight and is low in the west-northwest at the beginning
of moming twilight. The south side of its ring system faces Earth for the next 5 years (the rings were last edge-on in February
1996). During 2004. the tilt of the rings increases slightly from 25.5° in January to 26.3° in mid-March, closes to 21.7° by early
October. and then increases slightly to 22.5° by late December.

Sun. Jan 4 Quadrantid meteors peak =

Wed. 7  Saturn 5° S of Moon; Full Moon

Mon. 12 Jupiter 3° S of Moon

Thu. 15 Venus 0.9° S of Uranus; Last Quarter
Sat. 17 Mercury greatest elongation W (24°0
Tue. 20 Mercury 5° N of Moon

Wed. 21 New Moon

Fri. 23  Uranus 4° N of Moon

Sat. 24 Venus 4° N of Moon

Wed. 28 Mars 3° N of Moon

Thu. 29 First Quarter

Tue. Feb 3  Saturn 4°S of Moon

Fri. 6  Full Moon

Sun. 8  Jupiter 3° S of Moon

Fri. 13 Last Quarter

Sun. 15 Mercury 2° S of Neptune

Thu. 19 Neptune 5° N of Moon

Fri. 20 New Moon

Mon. 23 Venus 3° N of Moon

Thu. 26 Mars 0.9° N of Moon, occultation
Sat. 28 First Quarter

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received by the second to last Friday of the month
(i.e., three weeks before the meeting). E-mail to rbrady@monmouth.com or mail to:

Richard Brady, 180 Riviera Drive, Brick, NJ 08724-1846.
Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA.
Visit our Web page at http://www.astra-nj.org
Visit the Planetarium page at http://www.ocean.edu/campus/planetarium/index.htm

EXECUTIVE BOARD: President - John Endreson; Vice President-Secretary - Paul Gitto; Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere;
Webmaster - Paul Gitto; Newsletter Editor — Bob Salvatore and Paul Gitto




