
March 2004

Due$ are Due: If your address label shows anything other than M2004 or PERM, we'll be happy to receive your dues at the next meeting. Dues are payable January 1 each year, and past due as of the end of the March business meeting. Whether you mail your payment or bring it in person, please include the form that was previously provided. It’s the only way we can keep track of your payment. 

Planning Meeting Report:  These are the results of the meeting.  1) The ASTRA membership voted to remain in The Astronomical League and raise ASTRA’s dues to $15.00 per family + $1.00 per additional family member; Starting in 2005.  2) Astronomy Day is moving to the Planetarium and change of date to May 8th to coincide with Space Day. 4) A “Transit of Venus” viewing location is being sought for sunrise on Tuesday June 8th. 

February Meeting Review:  Gloria Villalobos presented a wonderful 3-D presentation on the Mars Rovers. All who attended received free 3-D glasses.  Rich Brady presented an in-depth workshop on Naked Eye Observing. Members voted overwhelmingly for the dues increase, and to remain with the Astronomical League.

March Meeting: The March 2004 meeting will be Friday, March 12, at 8:00 PM.  "The History of Women in Astronomy" and "An Overview of Jenny Jump"  - Barry Malpas - Guest Speaker

Spring Starwatch - Public star party at the planetarium. Friday, March 19  at 7:00PM 

Upcoming Events:

Laser Light Shows at the Planetarium April 9th & 10th
The Northeast Astronomy Forum will be held on April 17 and 18 this year. http://www.rocklandastronomy.com/neaf
Star Party Dates: Potential star party dates are listed below. Activities will begin around sunset (see times listed). All sessions are at Coyle Field except as noted. Coyle Field is not an "Official" club sponsored site, as the insurance provided by the College does not cover Coyle Field; come at your own risk.  These parties are arranged privately. See our message board.

	Date
	
	Moon Phase
	Sunset
	Special Event

	Mar 13
	Sat
	LQ
	6:12 PM EST
	

	Mar 20


	Sat
	NM
	6:10 PM EST
	

	 Mar 27
	Sat
	1 day after 1Q
	6:17 PM EST
	


For Sale: 102-mm f/5.5 "semi-apo" short focus refractor tube assembly. Comes with removable dew cap, Crayford focuser, and 2" draw tube for large eyepieces or camera. Excellent traveling scope. $250. Contact Phil Zollner at 732-905-0889.

For Sale: New as shown at the Sept. meeting, eyepieces that I already have or eye relief shorter than I want with my eyeglasses. Meade Series 4000 Eyepieces: 4-element Super Plössls; 52 deg. apparent field; parafocal; at 50% off the Meade price: 6.4 mm, 9.7 mm, 12.4 mm, each $40.  Contact Randy Walton at the meeting or at (732) 458-3465.

Randy Walton is trying to put together a group purchase of the Herald-Bobroff Astro-Atlas. To get the discount we must group order a min. of 5 by the end of March. When it came from Australia, it was $130. It has 214 charts in a number of series. It is setup like a series of road maps that give more information as you go from state to county to city maps. He plans to have a copy at the March meeting. If you think you may want to order bring $87.95 cash, or check to the meeting. Any discount will be refunded. No orders without payment. See http://www.lymax.com/hbaa
Night Sky Network: ASTRA has been accepted to be a member of the Night Sky Network http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov
  Jointly developed by NASA, the Astronomical Society of the Pacific (ASP), and an advisory team of amateur astronomy club members, the program also includes training, special opportunities for working with NASA scientists and educators, access to a dedicated website for communicating with other Night Sky Network participants, and public recognition by NASA for their outreach activities. 
"NASA is very excited to be working closely with the amateur astronomy community," said Michael Greene, head of public engagement for JPL's Navigator Program, and PlanetQuest initiatives. "Amateurs want more people to look at the sky and understand astronomy, and so do we. Connecting what we do with our missions to the sense of wonder that comes when you look up at the stars and the planets is one of our long-term objectives. We have a strong commitment to inspiring the next generation of explorers. Lending support to the energy that the amateur astronomy community brings to students and the public will allow NASA to reach many more people."  The NSN is a nationwide coalition of amateur astronomy clubs bringing the science, technology and inspiration of NASA's missions to the general public. We share our time and telescopes to provide you with unique astronomy experiences at science museums, observatories, classrooms, and under the real night sky.

Mauro Bacolo, Ro Spedaliere & Tito Bastianelli will be coordinating the project.
Astronomy Courses: Planetarium staff offers a number of mini-courses on astronomy. Call the OCC Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

Celestial Events:  supplied by Randy Walton

Day     Time (LMT)   Event

Thu.  4     0:00     Jupiter at opposition

Fri.  5       2:22      Double shadow transit on Jupiter

Sat.  6    17:46     Moon rise

               18:14     Full Moon

Tue.  9                 Zodiacal Light in W twilight for 2wks

Fri. 12       4:16     Double shadow transit on Jupiter

Sat. 13      6:01     Last Quarter Moon

Fri. 19       6:10     Double shadow transit on Jupiter

Sat. 20      1:49     Equinox

Sun. 21      0:38    Double shadow transit on Jupiter

Mon. 22    19:07   Double shadow transit on Jupiter

Wed. 24   21:00   Venus 2.3 deg. N of Moon

                 22:18   Moon set

Thu. 25    20:00   Mars 0.6 deg. S of Moon

 Sun. 28     3:00   Triple shadow transit on Jupiter

                 18:48   First Quarter Moon

Mon. 29    18:22   Sun set

                  21:16   Double shadow transit on Jupiter

Newsletter Deadline: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received 21 days before the next meeting. E-mail to newsletter@astra-nj.org or mail to: Paul Gitto 1200 Coolidge Ave. Whiting NJ 08759.

Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA.

Visit our Web page at http://astra-nj.org Visit the Planetarium page at http://ocean.edu/planet.htm 

Executive Board: President - John Endreson; Vice President-Secretary - Paul Gitto; Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere;   Webmaster - Paul Gitto; Newsletter Editor – Bob Salvatore

