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                ASTRAL PROJECTIONS

                                                                                   JUNE 2005
       ASTRA Meetings and Star Parties 

                    Schedule for 2005

  
Fri. June 10th - John Endreson – “Our Galaxy Our Universe”, an NSN Outreach Toolkit Program.
Sat. June 11th – St. Barnabas Star Party 8:30 PM

Fri. July 8th - Bob Salvatore - "Famous Astronomers Past and Present".
Fri. July 15th - Summer Star Watch 9PM.
Sat Aug 20th - Perseid Picnic 2PM. “THIS IS A NEW DATE”.
Fri. Sept 9th – “Sky Atlas Review” / Bob Salvatore – “Asterisms”. Members bring in your atlases to show and comment about.

Thurs. Sept 22 -International Year of Physics 
Einstein in the 21st Century
Special guest lecturer: Dr. Mike Shara
Curator-in-Charge, American Museum of Natural History-- Department of Astrophysics
Fri. Oct 7th – Fall Star Watch 8PM.
Fri. Oct 14th – Planning Meeting for Committees and 2006 Schedule.

Fri. Nov 11th – Rich Brady

Fri. Dec 9th – Awards, Elections- Video

      Last Month’s Meeting: No Report

           “Astronomy Help Wanted”

Edward Doscher (senior citizen) in Toms River is looking for someone to tutor him in Astronomy at his home. He is interested in learning about cosmology, “not observing”. He said he could pay something. If you think you can do this, contact Randy Walton for his phone number.

If you have an “Astronomy Help Wanted” advertisement for the newsletter: E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com of mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County Collage P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, NJ 08754-2001

                  “Group Purchase”

Randy Walton is collecting the names of ASTRA and STAR members that may want to buy Coronado solar observing equipment, at about the end of June. You can see the list of equipment and prices at: www.coronadofilters.com select the “SITE DIRECTORY” Product Catalog. The discount will depend on how much equipment we can put in the group purchase.

If you want to handle a “Group Purchase” for something: contact J. Randolph Walton (Randy) phone # 732-458-3465 to announce it at a meeting or E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com to place it in the newsletter.
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ASTRA is part of the Night Sky Network!

We are part of a nationwide coalition of amateur astronomy clubs bringing the science, technology and inspiration of NASA's missions to the general public. We share our time and telescopes to provide you with unique astronomy experiences under the real night sky.

Club Coordinators: John Endreson, Paul Gitto, Rich Gamba, and Rosemarie Spedaliere.
Standing Committee information:

All members are asked to join at least one committee, hopefully more. Also more club members will be expected to speak at club meetings. The meeting schedule will reflect who is speaking on which night. That person will decide what topic that they will speak on. The executive board will determine which committees have priority to be filled.  If a committee is not filled, this activity will be cancelled.

Each committee will have a chairperson, who will be appointed by the executive board. The committee can determine a new chairperson, and submit that name to the executive board. The committee is responsible for the handling of its appointed duties.  If the duties are not done, the activity will be cancelled.

Standing Committees and Tasks:

Lectures:

Duties: Providing lectures for the club meetings.

Setup, Refreshment, and Cleanup committee:

Duties: Moving tables and chairs as necessary, being sure that the room is left in a clean and reset condition.  Purchase, setting up and cleaning up of refreshments.

Star Party Committee: 

Duties:  Arrange Star Parties throughout the year, and to make sure that they do not coincide with other scheduled events.

Telescope Loan Committee: 

Duties: Oversee, disburse, collect and inspect club telescopes.

Newsletter Committee: 

Duties: Supporting the Club Newsletter Editor who will head the committee.

Perseid Picnic:

Duties: Hosting the Perseid Picnic.

Astronomy Day Committee: 

Duties: Coordinate the Astronomy Day Program.

Workshop Committee:

Duties: Coordinate any workshops.
ASTRA Committee Chairpersons:

Astronomy Day Committee: Rich Gamba
Membership Committee: Richard Fink
Newsletter Committee: John Endreson
Publicity Committee: Gloria Villalobos
Refreshment Setup-Cleanup Committee: Sarah Waters
Star Party Committee: Ro Spedaliere
Telescope Loan Committee: Gene Russo
Workshop Committee: J. Randolph Walton

Executive Board: 

President -J. Randolph Walton - Phone # 732-458-3465

Vice President-Secretary - Paul Gitto

Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere

Webmaster - Paul Gitto

Newsletter Editor - John Endreson
June Celestial Events: supplied by J. Randolph Walton (Randy)
	Day
	Date
	  Time (LMT)
	Event

	Wed
	1
	02:37
	Moon Rise

	
	
	15:10
	Moon Sets

	
	
	20:23
	Sunset

	Thu
	2
	23:34
	Double shadow transit on Jupiter

	Sat
	4
	02:10
	Mars Rises

	
	
	02:40
	Jupiter Sets

	
	
	03:49
	Moon Rise

	
	
	05:32
	Sunrise

	
	
	20:25
	Sunset

	
	
	20:35
	Mercury Sets

	
	
	21:45
	Venus Sets

	
	
	23:10
	Saturn Sets

	Mon
	6
	17:55
	New Moon

	
	
	20:44
	Moon Sets

	Fri
	10
	01:29
	Double shadow transit on Jupiter

	
	
	02:20
	Jupiter Sets

	Tue
	14
	12:32
	Moon Rise

	
	
	21:22
	First Quarter Moon

	Sat
	18
	01:35
	Mars Rises

	
	
	01:40
	Jupiter Sets

	
	
	02:32
	Moon Sets

	
	
	05:31
	Sunrise

	
	
	20:32
	Sunset

	
	
	21:50
	Mercury Sets

	
	
	22:05
	Venus Sets

	
	
	22:25
	Saturn Sets

	Tue
	21
	02:46
	Summer Solstice

	Wed
	22
	00:14
	Full Moon

	
	
	05:28
	Moon Sets

	Sat
	25
	01:20
	Mars Rises

	
	
	01:20
	Jupiter Sets

	
	
	05:32
	Sunrise

	
	
	20:33
	Sunset

	
	
	22:00
	Saturn Sets

	
	
	22:05
	Mercury Sets

	
	
	22:05
	Venus Sets

	
	
	23:51
	Moon Rise

	Tue
	28
	13:02
	Moon Sets

	
	
	14:23
	Last Quarter Moon

	Wed
	29
	01:05
	Mars 2.0 deg. S of Moon
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ASTRA’s ALCor: John Endreson - oldjedi2001@msn.com

The Astronomical League is composed of over two hundred and forty local amateur astronomical societies from all across the United States. These organizations, along with our Members-at-Large, Patrons, and supporting members form one of the largest amateur astronomical organizations in the world.

The mission of the Astronomical League is to promote the science of Astronomy. The benefit of belonging to this organization is receiving the quarterly newsletter, The Reflector, which keeps you in touch with amateur activities all over the country also the AL Observing Clubs offer encouragement and certificates of accomplishment for demonstrating observing skills. For more information, visit their homepage at: www.astroleague.org
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Members of the Astronomical League may order any book on astronomy at a ten per cent discount through the Book Service. Just send us the following: 

· The book's title, 

· The author of the book, 

· The publisher of the book, 

· The publisher's address (if known), 

· The name of the Astronomical League Society you belong to, or indicate your direct membership status in the Astronomical League, and 

· A check made out to the Astronomical League Book Service for the retail price of the book minus 10%. There is no shipping or handling charge for domestic orders. 

Address your request to: Marilyn Unruh 324 W. Gurley St. Prescott, AZ 86301 (928) 778-2130 booknook@northlink.com Also visit their online store at: www.astronomicalleague.com
Upcoming ASTRA Star Parties and Events
           St. Barnabas Church Star Party II

                                         Saturday June 11th
Come out and support your club on June 11th at the St. Barnabas Church in Bayville. Located at 33 Woodland Road Bayville, New Jersey. Use the Rt. 9 entrance to the church. Setup time is 7:30pm with observing at 8:30pm. If you want to help out and need more information, contact Ro Spedaliere at: compor1@msn.com
Astronomy News:
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Seeing in the Dark with Spitzer
By Patrick Barry and Tony Phillips

Have you ever gotten up in the middle of the night, walked to the bathroom and, in the darkness, tripped over your dog?  A tip from the world of high-tech espionage: next time use night-vision goggles.  

Night vision goggles detect heat in the form of infrared radiation—a “color” normally invisible to the human eye.  Wearing a pair you can see sleeping dogs, or anything that’s warm, in complete darkness.

This same trick works in the darkness of space. Much of the exciting action in the cosmos is too dark for ordinary telescopes to see.  For example, stars are born in the heart of dark interstellar clouds.  While the stars themselves are bright, their birth-clouds are dense, practically impenetrable.  The workings of star birth are thus hidden.

That's why NASA launched the Spitzer Space Telescope into orbit in 2003. Like a giant set of infrared goggles, Spitzer allows scientists to peer into the darkness of space and see, for example, stars and planets being born.  Dogs or dog stars: infrared radiation reveals both.

There is one problem, though, for astronomers. “Infrared telescopes on the ground can't see very well,” explains Michelle Thaller, an astronomer at the California Institute of Technology. “Earth's atmosphere blocks most infrared light from above. It was important to put Spitzer into space where it can get a clear view of the cosmos.”

The clear view provided by Spitzer recently allowed scientists to make a remarkable discovery: They found planets coalescing out of a disk of gas and dust that was circling—not a star—but a “failed star” not much bigger than a planet!  Planets orbiting a giant planet?

The celestial body at the center of this planetary system, called OTS 44, is only about 15 times the mass of Jupiter. Technically, it’s considered a “brown dwarf,” a kind of star that doesn’t have enough mass to trigger nuclear fusion and shine. Scientists had seen planetary systems forming around brown dwarfs before, but never around one so small and planet-like.

Spitzer promises to continue making extraordinary discoveries like this one. Think of it as being like a Hubble Space Telescope for looking at invisible, infrared light.  Like Hubble, Spitzer offers a view of the cosmos that’s leaps and bounds beyond anything that came before.  Spitzer was designed to operate for at least two and a half years, but probably will last for five years or more.

For more about Spitzer and to see the latest images, go to http://www.spitzer.caltech.edu/spitzer.  Kids and grown-ups will enjoy browsing common sights in infrared and visible light at the interactive infrared photo album on The Space Place, http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/sirtf1/sirtf_action.shtml.

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology provided this article, under a contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Newsletter Deadline: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received 21 days before the next meeting. E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com or mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County College P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, New Jersey 08754-2001

Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA. Visit the Planetarium page at http://ocean.edu/planet.htm or visit our Web page at http://astra-nj.org 

Astronomy Courses: Planetarium staff offers a number of mini-courses on astronomy. Call the OCC Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.















