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ASTRAL PROJECTIONS

    APRIL 2006
   ASTRA-WEAR: For Embroidered and Printed clothing 

                    With ASTRA's Logo see our website.
               http://www.astra-nj.org/ASTRA-WEAR.pdf
                                                     ***** PLEASE NOTE  ***** 


A.S.T.R.A. Meetings will be Held in Room F-106 of The Fine Arts Building for the months of Feb., Mar., April, and May. The room is located at the rear of the Fine Arts Building, first room on the left.

	                                                                     2005 Meeting Schedule

Sept. 2005 Deep Sky Objects and Asterisms - Bob Salvatore - Display of Sky Atlas Books - all members 

Oct. 2005 Demonstration of Sky Atlas computer program - Gene Russo. Planning for 2006 Schedule

Nov. 2005 Distance in Astronomy -Rich Brady – see page 2 for a synopsis of the meeting.

Dec. 2005 Election results, Awards, and depending on the time a discussion of how to prepare for & behave at a Star Party – or a video "Solar Blast" - Randy Walton - all members


                                                                     2006 Meeting Schedule

Jan. 2006 Workshop to help the public use their telescope - all members Early meeting start 7:00 PM  
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Feb. 2006 Eyepieces - Rich Brady 

Mar. 2006 Getting Started in Astronomy Books, Show & Tell

Apr. 2006 Solar Eclipse - Phil Zollner 

May 2006 Astronomy Equipment, Show & Tell - all members 

June 2006 TBD (To Be Determined) 

July 2006 Famous Astronomers II - Bob Salvatore 

Sep. 2006 Telescopes in Movies - Bob Salvatore 

Oct. 2006 TBD 


Nov. 2006 TBD Dec. 2006 Election results, Awards, and TBD


March Meeting Highlights:

  We started with our standard meeting opening. I made an announcement about the Moon occulting the Pleiades on April 1st from 18:50-21:30 and showed an article from Sky&Telescope 4/2006, pg. 61 which gave a diagram of which stars would be covered at different times. Ro Spedaliere asked for help with our Star Parties, April 1 Spring Starwatch at OCC, and April 22 Astronomy/Earth Day at OCC. I explained some terms used in our Celestial Events Calendar that I had received a call about. I then asked for people to sign up to help on a Picnic Committee. The next part of the meeting was a presentation by Fred Carl representing the Information Age Organization (www.infoage.org) on Camp Evans in Wall Township. This was the site of the Belmar Marconi Transatlantic Wireless Telegraphy station. It then became a Nave station at the start of WWI. During WWII it was a Radar Laboratory. It was the first to bounce a signal back from the Moon to measure its distance. The Information Age Organization took over in 1998 to document the history of Camp Evans and change it into a science/history-learning center. Fred gave us history of Camp Evans and what they have done so far to make it a science/history learning center. He also talked about what they plan and the help they need. He is looking for members ($25) and organizations to help (we may want to set up a display, or use the place for star parties). We ended the meeting, as it was too late to start on the "Getting Started in Astronomy Books" as planned.
                                                                    Items for Sale

CANON 50mm f/1.8 camera lens. Contact: Wally Hager III or J. Randolph Walton - Phone # 732-458-3465. Both can be reached at the next ASTRA meeting.

Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, 3 volumes, Vol. 1 & 2 original loose-leaf format, Vol. 3 soft back.  $20. Contact Rich Brady at 732-840-0137, or at rbrady47@verizon.net
For Sale: 10"LX200 Classic. I am offering this deal to ASTRA members first. Reason for Sale  I also have a 12" LX200, This one could use a nice home, instead of sitting in a garage. Your Cost is $1,500 Cash. Excellent GoTo & Optics. The serial port does not work, so the telescope can not communicate with a computer. This can be repaired by Meade for about $250. The already low price accounts for this defect. Included Free! about $400 in Extras:  Meade 10" Counterweights Tuthill 10" Dew Shield 10" Piggyback Adapter for a Camera Milburn Dovetail Bar for 10" LX200 (accessories for bar can be purchased via http:www.milburnwedge.com) Meade 1812 DC Adapter. An additional extra not included in $400 of free accessories is a  Portable 12V Battery with Charger: Condition As-Is, it may or may not work.
 Not included Mirror Diagonal or any eyepieces.  The price of the deal is not negotiable, so please don't ask.
 

This is for pickup only at:  1200 COOLIDGE AVE. WHITING NJ 08759 Contact: Paul Gitto 732-350-2102 cometman@cometman.com
Group Purchase: If you want to handle a “Group Purchase” for something: contact J. Randolph Walton (Randy) phone # 732-458-3465 to announce it at a meeting or E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com to place it in the newsletter.
                                                        New Benefit for ASTRA members:
Because ASTRA members are members of the Astronomical League we can get the bi-monthly publication of
StarDate for $18 (15% discount). The magazine provides articles on astronomy research, sky watching, and a history of astronomy, star charts, and many other topics. You can see more about StarDate at www.stardate.org. Contact: J. Randolph Walton (Randy) (732) 458-3465 or walton000@yahoo.com He can collect the information from the members that want a subscription and a check to ASTRA for $18.

ASTRA Star Parties

As usual I am asking for your cooperation...let me know if you can help out on any of the days...Ro
 
March 3rd Waretown Lighthouse Encampment (National Resource Education Foundation) 7PM
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March 11th Wells Mills County Park 7PM

April 1st Spring Starwatch OCC

April 22nd Astronomy/Earth Day OCC

June 30th summer Starwatch OCC

September 29th Fall Starwatch OCC 

Other Star Parties and Events

SJAC Spring Party 4/28-30

Stokes Star Party 4/28-30

NEAF May 6th and 7th The Northeast Astronomy Forum (NEAF), presented by the Rockland Astronomy Club at Rockland Community College in Suffern, New York. Below is a website that give relevant information regarding this important amateur gathering. http://www.rocklandastronomy.com/neaf.htm 

SJAC Fall Party 9/22-24 you may want to tell your folks that we are changing to a no-frills for the Fall Star Party and the cost will be lowered to our spring rates.

Stella Della 10/20-22
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                                    Welcome to the Night Sky Network!

We are a nationwide coalition of amateur astronomy clubs bringing the science, technology and inspiration of NASA's missions to the general public. We share our time and telescopes to provide you with unique astronomy experiences at science museums, observatories, classrooms, and under the real night sky.
For more information go to the ASTRA NSN Club information page at: http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club-view.cfm?Club_ID=288  

Astronomy Help Wanted: If you have an “Astronomy Help Wanted” advertisement for the newsletter: E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com of mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County Collage P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, NJ 08754-2001
Newsletter Deadline: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received 21 days before the next meeting. E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com or mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County College P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, New Jersey 08754-2001

Astronomy Courses: Planetarium staff offers a number of mini-courses on astronomy. Call the OCC Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

2006 April Celestial Events: supplied by J. Randolph Walton (Randy)
 
	Day
	Date
	Time (LMT)
	Event

	Sat
	1
	00:25
	Mars Sets

	 
	 
	03:03
	Saturn Sets

	 
	 
	03:50
	Venus Rises

	 
	 
	04:50
	Mercury Rises

	 
	 
	05:44
	Sunrise

	 
	 
	18:24
	Sunset

	 
	 
	18:50-21:30
	Moon occults the Pleiades (Sky&Telescope 4/2006, pg. 61)

	 
	 
	21:15
	Jupiter Rises

	 
	 
	22:47
	Moon Set

	Sun
	2
	02:00
	Daylight Saving Time Begins

	Wed
	5
	02:50
	Moon Set

	 
	 
	05:30
	Double shadows on Jupiter

	 
	 
	08:01
	First Quarter Moon

	Sat
	8
	03:40
	Saturn Sets

	 
	 
	04:33
	Moon Set

	 
	 
	04:45
	Venus Rises

	 
	 
	05:40
	Mercury Rises

	 
	 
	06:33
	Sunrise

	 
	 
	19:31
	Sunset

	 
	 
	21:40
	Jupiter Rises

	Thu
	13
	12:40
	Full Moon

	 
	 
	19:53
	Moon Rise

	Thu
	20
	11:14
	Moon Set

	 
	 
	23:28
	Last Quarter Moon

	Sat
	22
	00:55
	Mars Sets

	 
	 
	02:45
	Saturn Sets

	 
	 
	03:32
	Moon Rise

	 
	 
	04:30
	Venus Rises

	 
	 
	04:40
	Lyrid Meteors (ZHR 20)

	 
	 
	05:27
	Mercury Rises

	 
	 
	06:12
	Sunrise

	 
	 
	19:46
	Sunset

	 
	 
	20:35
	Jupiter Rises

	Thu
	27
	15:44
	New Moon

	 
	 
	20:04
	Moon Set

	Sat
	29
	00:45
	Mars Sets

	 
	 
	02:10
	Saturn Sets

	 
	 
	04:20
	Venus Rises

	 
	 
	05:25
	Mercury Rises

	 
	 
	06:03
	Sunrise

	 
	 
	19:53
	Sunset

	 
	 
	20:10
	Jupiter Rises

	 
	 
	22:35
	Moon Set


Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA. Visit the Planetarium page at http://ocean.edu/planet.htm or visit our Web page at http://astra-nj.org 

Executive Board: President -J. Randolph Walton - Phone # 732-458-3465 Vice President-Secretary – Rich Gamba Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere Webmaster - Paul Gitto Newsletter Editor - John Endreson
From the President: Please volunteer for the Lecture Committee. This committee will collect ideas for lectures, collect names of anyone that wants to give a specific talk, consider topics, pick topics, arrange meeting dates for people to speak on a topic picked, and then inform: the president; webmaster; and newsletter editor to update the Meeting Calendar. If a member does not volunteer as chairperson and enough members volunteer to work, the meetings will only be whatever the president has time to do. There were a lot of ideas from the October meeting to start from, and I have some of the meetings already committed to.
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