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ASTRAL PROJECTIONS

   MARCH 2006
   ASTRA-WEAR: For Embroidered and Printed clothing 

                    with ASTRA's Logo see our website.
               http://www.astra-nj.org/ASTRA-WEAR.pdf
                                                                ***** PLEASE NOTE  ***** 


A.S.T.R.A. Meetings will be Held in Room F-106 of The Fine Arts Building for the months of Feb., Mar., April, and May. The room is located at the rear of the Fine Arts Building, first room on the left.

                                                                     2005 Meeting Schedule

Sept. 2005 Deep Sky Objects and Asterisms - Bob Salvatore - Display of Sky Atlas Books - all members 

Oct. 2005 Demonstration of Sky Atlas computer program - Gene Russo. Planning for 2006 Schedule

Nov. 2005 Distance in Astronomy -Rich Brady – see page 2 for a synopsis of the meeting.

Dec. 2005 Election results, Awards, and depending on the time a discussion of how to prepare for & behave at a Star Party – or a video "Solar Blast" - Randy Walton - all members
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                                                                     2006 Meeting Schedule

Jan. 2006 Workshop to help the public use their telescope - all members Early meeting start 7:00 PM  

Feb. 2006 Eyepieces - Rich Brady 

Mar. 2006 Getting Started in Astronomy Books, Show & Tell

Apr. 2006 Solar Eclipse - Phil Zollner 

May 2006 Astronomy Equipment, Show & Tell - all members 

June 2006 TBD (To Be Determined) 

July 2006 Famous Astronomers II - Bob Salvatore 

Sep. 2006 Telescopes in Movies - Bob Salvatore 

Oct. 2006 TBD 


Nov. 2006 TBD Dec. 2006 Election results, Awards, and TBD

HELP NEEDED for the March Meeting "Getting Started in Astronomy Books"
Only the follow books will be at the meeting: Nightwatch; by T. Dickinson. A Walk Through The Heavens; by Milton D. Heifetz & Wil Tirion

Requests for the follow books have been made:


365 Starry Nights; by Chet Raymo
Turn Left at Orion; by Anne Drogin, Dan M. Davis, Guy
Consolmagno, Karen Kotash Sepp, Mary Lynn Skirvin
Turn Right at Orion; by Mitchell Begelman

If you are bringing a book or want a book please e-mail Randy Walton at walton000@yahoo.com. He is trying to put together a list of the books that will be at the meeting to view.

    A Synopsis for the February 2006 meeting… 
Eyepieces. At the February meeting Rich Brady gave a presentation on Eyepieces. At the telescope workshop in January and at other meetings, members always ask about eyepieces – which ones to get and how many.  In order to understand eyepieces some basic telescope arithmetic was discussed.  The basic telescope consists of an objective with a diameter and focal length.  The eyepiece has a focal length and apparent field of view.  It was shown how to calculate the following items: focal ratio, magnification, exit pupil, true field of view, light grasp, limiting magnitude, and resolving power.  The fact that magnification is the least important factor was discussed.  Since eyepieces correct for different optical aberrations, those were briefly discussed: spherical aberration, chromatic aberration, astigmatism, coma, and curvature of field.  
Traditional eyepieces were presented first: Huygens, Ramsden, Kellner, Edmund RKE, Orthoscopic, Erfle, Konig and Monocentric.  The simpler designs are generally not available except in less expensive telescopes.  Some of the others are available and are not too expensive.  Eyepieces with an apparent field of around 50 degrees were discussed next.  The Plossl eyepiece is the most popular modern design at a reasonable price and good performance.  Meade, TeleVue, Celestron and Orion make Plossl eyepieces.  There are other companies that make Plossls and other types of eyepieces in this category.  Some companies (TeleVue, Vixen, and Orion) make long eye-relief eyepieces (around 20 mm) for people who use glasses.  Super wide angle eyepieces (around 68 degrees) contain more optical elements and cost more.  They are made by Meade, TeleVue, Antares, and othera.  The Ultra-wide angle eyepieces (around 82 degree) have the most elements, cost the most, and have the most weight.  They are nice eyepieces, but are not needed to enjoy astronomy.  These eyepieces are made by Meade and TeleVue (Naglers).  The quality of the eyepieces should match the quality of the telescope.  Other types of eyepieces are Barlow lenses (like a tel-extender to increase magnification), zoom eyepieces, and eyepieces with illuminated reticles.  Two or three eyepieces and possibly a Barlow lens would be good for a smaller budget.  With a bigger budget consider some more eyepieces.
                                     

                             Items for Sale

Minolta Maxxium 300si electronic camera, 28-80 f3.5 zoom lens with a built in flash, hot shoe lens cap and case. Two rolls 35mm film. Minolta SRT 101 w/hot shoe & case. Minolta Rokkor 55mm f1.7 lens with protective sky light filter & lens shade. Tamron 28mm f 2.8 wide-angle lens, sky light filter and case. Albinar 80-200mm 3.9 macro zoom lens, sky light filter & lens cap. Focal 2x teleconverter w/ lens caps. Gossen Luna Pro light meter w/case. Fireball AC spot and flood movie light. Asking $200.00 for all. Sold, as a lot ONLY will not break up. Contact Gene Russo at (609)-698-2789 or E-mail ejrsr55@hotmail.com
                                                        Items for Sale Cont.

Dave Cromwell has a telescope for sale. The scope is less than 1 year old. I have a Meade LX-90 8" scope with
UHTC coating, LNT-AutoStar-SmartFinder, Tripod. The eyepiece that came with scope= 26mm Plossl. Plus the following eyepieces; Meade 4000 set of Plossl eyepieces, 6.4mm, 9.7mm, 12.4mm, 15mm, 20mm, 32mm, 40mm plus the aluminum case. Meade DewShield, TeleVue 2X-Barlow and assorted filters. I paid over $2700.00 for everything but will sell all for $1900.00. 
   If interested or have any questions please call or email me. 609-607-1013 or dacromwell@comcast.net
For Sale: Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, 3 volumes, Vol. 1 & 2 original loose-leaf format, Vol. 3 soft back.  $20. Contact Rich Brady at 732-840-0137, or at rbrady47@verizon.net
                                                                New Benefit for ASTRA members:
Because ASTRA members are members of the Astronomical League we can get the bi-monthly publication of
StarDate for $18 (15% discount). The magazine provides articles on astronomy research, sky watching, and a history of astronomy, star charts, and many other topics. You can see more about StarDate at www.stardate.org. Contact: J. Randolph Walton (Randy) (732) 458-3465 or walton000@yahoo.com He can collect the information from the members that want a subscription and a check to ASTRA for $18.

ASTRA Star Parties

As usual I am asking for your cooperation...let me know if you can help out on any of the days...Ro

 
March 3rd Waretown Lighthouse Encampment (National Resource Education Foundation) 7PM

March 11th Wells Mills County Park 7PM

April 1st Spring Starwatch OCC

April 22nd Astronomy/Earth Day OCC

June 30th summer Starwatch OCC

September 29th Fall Starwatch OCC

Messier Marathon at Coyle Field by: Sarah E. Waters
March 25 is going to be a good night to participate in a Messier Marathon.  Come and join us and see how many items you can locate.  From dusk till dawn, the night sky of the 25th provides a wide range of the Messier items.  On the web site  http://www.seds.org/messier/xtra/marathon/mm-tips.html you can find a list of the Messier objects.  This list is good for northern latitudes 20 to 40.  It puts the objects in the best order to observe, preventing you from jumping all over the sky and therefore saves you time.  There is an Observer's form to print out in the suggested order.  The form will be provided at the March meeting.  The form gives the M#, MGC# , Constellation containing the object, object type and a place to log in your own order of observing the object, time and comments.  The web site provides a more detailed list in the recommended order including ra, dec, brightness, if you are interested.  There are also some marathon tips found on the site.  These tips will be provided along with the list at the March meeting.  Some of the tips include:  A good pair of binoculars, 10 x 50, incase a tree or house is in your way so you don't have to move your scope.  An area with a good view of the horizon for the low items at dusk and dawn and it tells you those items that you have limited time to view.  Another good tip suggested is to practice some before the marathon night.  See if you can locate the items so the night of the marathon you are familiar with the layout of the list.  This will be my first Messier Marathon.  Keep your eyes on the message board as the night draws closer.  We will be posting a meeting place and time, as a few of us will follow each other into Coyle Field.  Hope to see you on the 25th at Coyle Field under CLEAR SKIES. 

Other Star Parties and Events

SJAC Spring Party 4/28-30

Stokes Star Party 4/28-30

NEAF May 6th and 7th  The Northeast Astronomy Forum (NEAF), presented by the Rockland Astronomy Club at Rockland Community College in Suffern, New York. Below is a website that give relevant information regarding this important amateur gathering. http://www.rocklandastronomy.com/neaf.htm 

SJAC Fall Party 9/22-24 You may want to tell your folks that we are changing to a no-frills for the Fall Star Party and the cost will be lowered to our Spring rates.

Stella Della 10/20-22
2006 March Celestial Events: supplied by J. Randolph Walton (Randy)
Day
Date
Time (LMT)
Event

Sat
4
01:02
Mars Sets

 
 
04:07
Venus Rises

 
 
04:55
Saturn Sets

 
 
06:29
Sunrise

 
 
17:55
Sunset

 
 
19:00
Mercury Sets

 
 
23:10
Jupiter Rises

 
 
23:55
Moon Set

Mon
6
10:06
Moon Rise

 
 
15:16
First Quarter Moon

Sat
11
14:57
Moon Rise

 
 
18:03
Sunset

Tue
14
16:22
Penumbral lunar eclipse Start

 
 
17:59
Moon Rise

 
 
18:35
Full Moon

 
 
18:48
Penumbral lunar eclipse greatest

 
 
21:14
Penumbral lunar eclipse End

 
 
22:08
Double satellite transit on Jupiter

Fri
17
 
Zodiacal Light in W after evening twilight for two weeks

Sat
18
00:45
Mars Sets

 
 
03:55
Venus Rises

 
 
04:00
Saturn Sets

 
 
05:30
Mercury Rises

 
 
06:07
Sunrise

 
 
18:10
Sunset

 
 
22:07
Moon Rise

 
 
22:10
Jupiter Rises

20
Mon
13:26
Spring Equinox

22
Wed
00:36
Double satellite transit on Jupiter

 
 
10:09
Moon Set

 
 
14:10
Last Quarter Moon

25
Sat
00:35
Mars Sets

 
 
03:30
Saturn Sets

 
 
03:53
Venus Rises

 
 
03:59
Moon Rise

 
 
05:03
Mercury Rises

 
 
05:55
Sunrise

 
 
18:17
Sunset

 
 
21:45
Jupiter Rises

29
Wed
00:53
Double shadow transit on Jupiter

 
 
05:15
New Moon, Total solar eclipse visible Africa and W of Asia

 
 
05:53
Moon Rise

 
From the President: Please volunteer for the Lecture Committee. This committee will collect ideas for lectures, collect names of anyone that wants to give a specific talk, consider topics, pick topics, arrange meeting dates for people to speak on a topic picked, and then inform: the president; webmaster; and newsletter editor to update the Meeting Calendar. If a member does not volunteer as chairperson and enough members volunteer to work, the meetings will only be whatever the president has time to do. There were a lot of ideas from the October meeting to start from, and I have some of the meetings already committed to.

                                             Committee Sign-up Form

                              Please print this page, mark those that interest you, and return it to ASTRA.


Astronomy Day__________________

Lectures _______________________

Perseid Picnic ___________________

Newsletter______________________

Star Party_______________________

Telescope Loan__________________

Workshops______________________

Setup-Refreshment-Cleanup________

Thank You. We appreciate your willingness to help.

________________________________

Name (please print)

________________________________

Email address

_______________________________

Phone #

Newsletter Deadline: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received 21 days before the next meeting. E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com or mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County College P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, New Jersey 08754-2001

Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 5 for ASTRA. Visit the Planetarium page at http://ocean.edu/planet.htm or visit our Web page at http://astra-nj.org 

Astronomy Courses: Planetarium staff offers a number of mini-courses on astronomy. Call the OCC Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

Astronomy Help Wanted: If you have an “Astronomy Help Wanted” advertisement for the newsletter: E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com of mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County Collage P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, NJ 08754-2001

Group Purchase: If you want to handle a “Group Purchase” for something: contact J. Randolph Walton (Randy) phone # 732-458-3465 to announce it at a meeting or E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com to place it in the newsletter.

Executive Board: President -J. Randolph Walton - Phone # 732-458-3465 Vice President-Secretary – Rich Gamba Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere Webmaster - Paul Gitto Newsletter Editor - John Endreson

                          Dues  are  Due. . . .
       To renew your membership, all you need to do is fill out the form below and send it with your dues to:

Robert J. Novins Planetarium

ATTN: ASTRA

Ocean County College

Toms River NJ 08754-2001

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ASTRA. You can also pay at the next meeting. If you do, please bring this form with you. Hope we’ll see you there!


Annual dues, per family:
$15.00


Refreshments fee — $1.00 for each additional

family member who is active in ASTRA:
__________


Telescope fund assessment (only if you wish -



Optional for continuing members):
5.00


TOTAL (minimum $15.00):
__________

Privileges of membership include 12 issues per year of Astral Projections, use of Club telescopes (after suitable training), student discount on admission to Planetarium shows, membership in the Astronomical League, and a subscription to the Astronomical League’s quarterly newsletter, Reflector. Dues are payable January 1 each year, and past due as of the end of the March business meeting.
NAME______________________________________
PHONE (
)_________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________

CITY_______________________________________
STATE________ ZIP___________

NAMES OF OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS JOINING ASTRA (Add $1.00 for Each):

(Please indicate if member is over 18 - for voting purposes)


18+
18+
18+
18+

_________________    _________________    __________________    ___________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) ________________________________________________


TOTAL AMOUNT PAID (minimum $15.00)__________

I grant permission to publish the following to ASTRA members only (check any that apply):


  phone number
 e-mail address
 put me on the star party phone list



For the March 2006 meeting of "Getting Started in Astronomy Books, Show & Tell" please e-mail to Randy Walton at � HYPERLINK "mailto:walton000@yahoo.com" �walton000@yahoo.com� a list of books you will bring. In the list please include Title, Author, and ISBN number. I will try to put together an overall list for the newsletter. If there is a book you would like to see, please make a separate e-mail and I will put together a list for the newsletter to request anyone that has the book to bring it.











Astronomy Day Committee: 


Duties: Coordinate the Astronomy Day Program.





Lectures:


Duties: Providing lectures for the club meetings.





Perseid Picnic:


Duties: Hosting the Perseid Picnic.





Newsletter Committee: 


Duties: Supporting the Club Newsletter Editor (who will head the committee) help publish, and distribute the newsletter.





Star Party Committee: 


Duties:  Arrange Star Parties throughout the year, and to make sure that they do not coincide with other scheduled events.





Telescope Loan Committee: 


Duties: Oversee, disburse, collect and inspect club telescopes.





Workshop Committee:


Duties: Coordinate any workshops. 





Setup, Refreshment, and Cleanup committee:


Duties: Moving tables and chairs as necessary, being sure that the room is left in a clean and reset condition.  Purchase, setting up and cleaning up of refreshments.  The Treasure will reimburse as appropriate.
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