   ASTRAL PROJECTIONS

                   NOVEMBER 2006
                                                              ***** PLEASE NOTE  ***** 


 ASTRA meetings will be in the Music practice room (rm 104?) for the Oct meeting as the Solar Lounge was previously booked. Then we will be back in the Solar Lounge for Nov and Dec. We will have the telescope workshop in Jan in the cafeteria and Conf (rms A&B).

                   Meeting Schedule for 2006
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Jan. 2006 Workshop to help the public use their telescopes.
Early meeting start 7:00 PM  

Feb. 2006 Eyepieces - Rich Brady 

Mar. 2006 Camp Evans in Wall Township - Fred Carl 

Information Age Organization (www.infoage.org) 

Apr. 2006 Going over plans for Astronomy Day, and possible 

effect on ASTRA of Planetarium closing – all members. 

May 2006 Astronomy Equipment and/or Books, Show & Tell.

June 2006 Solar Eclipse - Phil Zollner.

July 2006 Famous Astronomers II - Bob Salvatore 

Sep. 2006 Telescopes in Movies - Bob Salvatore 

Oct. 2006 Talk about being a participant in the Kitt Peak.

“Advanced Observer's Program” - Steve Walters (from STAR) 
Nov. 2006 Asterisms – Rich Brady. Also an ASTRO NOVA presentation.

Nov. 11th  Saturday – Telescope Workshop 7:00 pm 
Dec. 2006 Election results, Awards, and video "Solar Blast" – 

                  Randy Walton.

Meeting Schedule for 2007

Jan. 2007 Friday Jan 12th Workshop to help the public use their telescope - all members 

Early meeting start 7:00 PM

Feb 2007 Stars of Winter - Rich Brady.

Mar 2007 Astronomy Equipment and/or Books, Show & Tell - all members.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you an amateur or professional astronomer, or an astronomy educator? 
Do you LOVE astronomy? 

Do you like to share what you know about astronomy? 

 

If you answered YES to these questions, you may be interested in volunteering as a Project ASTRO NOVA astronomer!  Each school year, Project ASTRO NOVA pairs second to ninth grade teachers with volunteer astronomers.  Astronomers commit to making at least four visits to the same one or two classrooms. One class visit is only 60-90 minutes. During these visits astronomers answer students’ questions and lead or assist the teacher with astronomy activities. Examples of activities include: Making a Telescope, Stargazing, Exploring the Constellations, the Reason for Seasons, Modeling the Phases of the Moon, Making a Scale Model of our Solar System, Observing the Moons of Jupiter, Making a Comet, Life Cycles of Stars and the Origin of the Universe.  

 

The teacher-astronomer partnerships are established at a two-day workshop.  During the workshop, partners develop a strategy for working together, in and out of the classroom, and start planning their astronomy lessons and the first astronomer’s visit. Our next training workshop will be on February 2-3, 2007 (Friday and Saturday) at Raritan Valley Community College. 

 

Astronomers who are interested in participating should fill out an Astronomer Volunteer Form.  On this form, astronomers will be asked for areas of astronomy that are of special interest to them and which grades/ages they prefer to work with. Based on the answers, astronomers will be matched with compatible teachers or youth leaders near their home or work. Each partnership will receive a wide variety of materials and resources for use in their visits, including: The Astronomical Society of the Pacific’s “The Universe at Your Fingertips” activity and resource notebook, articles about recent astronomical developments, resource lists, access to audio-visual materials, tips on working with schools/groups and students, tips on addressing and working with preconceptions and learning styles, and more.
 

A representative from Project ASTRO will be at the November 10th ASTRA meeting with forms and more information.  Astronomer Volunteer forms and more information can also be obtained from our website at http://www.raritanval.edu/planetarium/astronova.html or from Project ASTRO NOVA, Raritan Valley Community College, P.O. Box 3300, Somerville, NJ 08876, (908) 526-1200 x8942 , fax (908) 526-7938, or email tmoody@raritanval.edu.

 

The deadline for submission of Astronomer Volunteer Forms is December 1st. 
                                                                    Items for Sale
   ASTRA-WEAR: For Embroidered and Printed clothing with ASTRA's Logo see our website.
                                                   http://www.astra-nj.org/ASTRA-WEAR.pdf
CANON 50mm f/1.8 camera lens. Contact: Wally Hager III or J. Randolph Walton - Phone # 732-458-3465. Both can be reached at the next ASTRA meeting.

FOR  SALE: Stellarvue 4”  f/6.9 achromatic refractor OTA,  Model # 102D.  Focal length 704mm.  The objective is partially attenuated meaning visible color is very minimal.  I’ve seen traces of color only on the Moon and brightest planets and stars.  Contrast is unusually high. Includes a nesting dewcap and a fully rotating JMI Crayford type tailpiece.  Also comes with a 2” mirror diagonal, 1¼” adaptor, Stellarvue tube rings, and a soft padded Stellarvue carry case.  Combined original cost over $1175.  Sell for $850.  

1) Tele-Vue 1¼”  mirror diagonal w/compression ring (original design) Like-new condition 

Original cost: $90 now $40

Call 732-905-0889 (Phil Zollner or pazap@juno.com  )  I’ll bring this stuff to the July meeting for you to look at.
New Monthly Email Flyer for Clubs
What’s Up With the Astronomical League October 2006
Volume 1, Issue 1October 10, 2006

This is the first edition of our monthly correspondence, “What’s Up With the Astronomical League” sent via

email. The goal of this brief publication is to allow our member societies to stay more current with happenings

and provide needed reminders between issues of the quarterly Reflector.

Reminders from the League’s National Office

Has your club sent in a roster to the National Office lately? Keep in mind that the most important task that

local leaders can do to help us serve your current members is to keep us updated with rosters. We suggest

sending in a new roster at least once per quarter. To ensure that your roster is in place for each Reflector

mailing, it should be sent to the National Office at aloffice@earthlink.net no later than the 15th of January,

April, July and October. Please contact Office Manager, Mitch Glaze, if you have any questions regarding

your roster or the necessary format.

Has a member of your club reported a change of address recently? Keep in mind that we only find out about

your members’ address changes from the the club’s ALCOR. If a member reports an address change directly

to the office, and later your society sends in a roster with its old information on it, that roster will overwrite all

data we have on file for you. Any changes we made will be replaced with what you have on your roster.

Therefore, it is important that you send us current rosters. You are the source of our data!

Compiled by

Carroll Iorg,

Vice President

New Look for the Website

At this year’s council meeting at ALConExpo 2006 in Dallas, a revamp of the League’s website was approved

to give more features and an attractive appearance to better serve our customers, the League members.

League sales will be linked off the main webpage, with a shopping cart option and the ability to pay with a

credit card. We think you’ll be pleased with the exciting appearance of the site. The first enhancements

should be visible during October.

Deadline Dates for League Award Programs

• NYAA (National Young Astronomer Award. This award which is open to high school students is primarily

a research type award. Over the years, top finishers’ submissions have ranged from actual research

to the building of telescope mounts, allowing a great deal of flexibility in subject matter.

The deadline is January 31, 2007.

• Jack Horkheimer Service Award. As the name indicates this is the service award for youth in their

high school years. Submission should be postmarked by March 31, 2007.

• Mabel Sterns Newsletter Award. This award recognizes top newsletter submissions from clubs across

the country. March 31 is the deadline for the award as well.

Contact Vice President Carroll Iorg regarding these first three awards, carroll-iorg@kc.rr.com or visit

the website www.astroleague.org.

• Webmaster Award. Nominations for consideration as the best club webmaster in the league will be accepted

between January 1-April 30, 2007. Send nominations to Bob Schneider at bobschneider@

clearwire.net. More specific information is available on the League’s website.
STAR PARTY PLANS

Saturday November 18th lunch at the Light House Encampment. Contact Ro Spedaliere 

For other Star Party Plans check our message at http://astra-nj.org/cgi-bin/aforum.isa?zaq=1101 

Calling all astronomers!

Please join us for the Mercury Transit on Wednesday, November 8th, from 2-5pm.  The Franklin Institute's recently refurbished observatory is well equipped for solar observing with 5 solar-filtered telescopes! Derrick Pitts, our astronomy extraordinaire, will also
be on hand to answer any of your transit questions. Please share this observing event with the rest of your club and anyone you think might be interested!


The Franklin Institute 222 North 20th St. Philadelphia; PA; 19103

Rachel Brogan
tel. work: 215-448-1152 tel. fax: 215-448-1235 web. http://www.fi.edu
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2006 November Celestial Events: supplied by J. Randolph Walton (Randy)

	Day
	Date
	Time (LMT)
	Event

	Sun
	5
	06:33
	Sunrise

	
	
	06:42
	Moon Set0

	
	
	07:58
	Full Moon

	
	
	11:00
	S. Taurid meteors peak (ZHR 10)

	
	
	16:43
	Moon Rise

	
	
	16:53
	Sunset

	
	
	17:35
	Jupiter Sets

	
	
	23:50
	Saturn Rises

	Wed
	8
	14:12
	Mercury transits the Sun, Contact I

	
	
	14:14
	Mercury transits the Sun, Contact II

	
	
	16:41
	Mercury, Greatest transit

	
	
	16:50
	Sunset

	Sat
	11
	06:05
	Mercury Rises

	
	
	06:10
	Mars Rises

	
	
	06:40
	Sunrise

	
	
	16:47
	Sunset

	
	
	17:50
	Jupiter Sets

	
	
	22:30
	Moon Rise

	
	
	23:30
	Saturn Rises

	Sun
	12
	10:00
	N. Taurid meteors peak (ZHR 15)

	
	
	12:45
	Last Quarter Moon

	
	
	13:08
	Moon Set

	Fri
	17
	14:50
	Moon Set

	
	
	16:00
	Leonid meteors peak (ZHR 15)

	
	
	16:42
	Sunset

	Sat
	18
	04:34
	Moon Rise

	
	
	05:15
	Mercury Rises

	
	
	06:07
	Mars Rises

	
	
	06:49
	Sunrise

	
	
	15:13
	Moon Set

	
	
	16:41
	Sunset

	
	
	23:05
	Saturn Rises

	Mon
	20
	16:10
	Moon Set

	
	
	17:18
	New Moon

	Sat
	25
	05:10
	Mercury Rises

	
	
	06:05
	Mars Rises

	
	
	06:56
	Sunrise

	
	
	16:37
	Sunset

	
	
	17:00
	Venus Sets

	
	
	20:55
	Moon Set

	
	
	22:40
	Saturn Rises

	Tue
	28
	01:29
	First Quarter Moon

	
	
	12:54
	Moon Rise


          The NIGHT SKY NETWORK NOVEMBER TELECONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT

On November 16th, we will have the pleasure of hearing from David Koch, one of the principal scientists working on the Kepler Mission. This NASA mission will be launched in 2008 to search for habitable planets and explore the structure and diversity of planetary systems. This will be achieved by surveying a large sample of stars in our neighborhood. See your Shadows and Silhouettes Toolkit for more information on this exciting mission. 

Thursday, November 16th
6:00 pm Pacific (9:00 pm Eastern)

Toll-free conference call line: 1- 888-456-0346. Call anytime after 5:45 pm the evening of the telecon. An operator will answer and:

- You will be asked for the passcode: NIGHT SKY NETWORK
- You might be asked for the call leader: MICHAEL GREENE
- You will be asked to give your NAME and the CLUB you belong to, and number of people listening with you.

We will be sending out more information, including where to download the PowerPoint, closer to the date. If you have any questions or are having any difficulties logging into the Night Sky Network, send an email to nightskyinfo@astrosociety.org 

Stay warm out there as the nights get cooler and keep up the good work. See you at the teleconference!

Marni Berendsen and Vivian White
Night Sky Network
nightskyinfo@astrosociety.org
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Group Purchase: If you want to handle a “Group Purchase” for something: contact J. Randolph Walton (Randy) phone # 732-458-3465 to announce it at a meeting or E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com to place it in the newsletter.

 Astronomy Help Wanted: If you have an “Astronomy Help Wanted” advertisement for the newsletter: E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com of mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County Collage P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, NJ 08754-2001
Newsletter Deadline: Material for ASTRAL Projections must be received 21 days before the next meeting. E-mail to Newsletter@astra-nj.org or oldjedi2001@msn.com or mail to: ASTRA Newsletter Editor c/o Robert J. Novins Planetarium Ocean County College P.O. Box 2001 Toms River, New Jersey 08754-2001

Astronomy Courses: Planetarium staff offers a number of mini-courses on astronomy. Call the OCC Department of Continuing and Professional Education, 732/255-0404, for information or to register.

Planetarium office: 732/255-0343 weekdays 9 AM - 4 PM. Hot line: 732/255-0342. Touch 6 for ASTRA. Visit the Planetarium page at http://ocean.edu/planet.htm or visit our Web page at http://astra-nj.org 

Executive Board: President -J. Randolph Walton - Phone # 732-458-3465 Vice President-Secretary – Rich Gamba Treasurer - Ro Spedaliere Webmaster - Paul Gitto Newsletter Editor - John Endreson
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